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GREEN DESIGN AT CHILDREN’S OF ALABAMA MAKES STATE’S FIRST LEED-

CERTIFIED HEALTHCARE FACILITY A REALITY 

 

BIRMINGHAM (August 26, 2013) – Children’s of Alabama’s Benjamin Russell Hospital for 

Children expansion is the first healthcare facility in Alabama, and one of the first of its kind 

in the U.S., to gain LEED Gold status as a result of its design and use of sustainable, 

energy-efficient and environmentally responsible materials, the organization announced 

today. 

 

This certification, awarded by the U.S. Green Building Council under its Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design program, identifies and rewards best practices for a building’s 

energy, water and natural resource performance. The LEED rating system measures and 

recognizes sustainable or “green” design for buildings according to established, nationally 

accepted criteria for building performance in five key areas: sustainable site development, 

water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality. By 

using less energy and water, LEED certified buildings save money for families, businesses 

and taxpayers; reduce greenhouse gas emissions and contribute to a healthier environment 

for residents, workers and the community. 

 

Mike Warren, CEO/President of Children’s, said that green design creates an environment of 

wellness that is in line with the mission of the state’s only freestanding pediatric hospital 

and was an important part of the effort to reach its sustainability targets. 

 

“We have the responsibility and privilege to serve the families of our community,” he said. 

“That includes not only providing exceptional pediatric health care but also being good 

stewards of our shared environment. The expansion was designed with careful consideration 

for the environment affected around it and created within it.” 

 

Children’s opened the $400 million, 670,000-square-feet expansion in August 2012. The 

hospital expansion will accommodate projected growth in patient volume, anticipated 

medical technology needs, consolidation of services and a family-centered design to 

enhance patient and family comfort. Pediatric cardiovascular surgery and related services 

and solid organ transplant services were moved from the nearby University of Alabama at 

Birmingham (UAB) to Children’s. Children’s construction expenses will be recovered in the 

long-term because green buildings use less energy, less water, require less maintenance 

and last longer. 

 

A partial list of Children’s sustainability initiatives includes: 

 Materials from recycled raw materials were used for construction and 30 to 40 

percent of the construction waste was recycled. Widespread use of local materials 

also reduced fuel costs for transportation. Natural materials, including recycled 

mirrors and seashells were used in the terrazzo flooring in public areas of the 

hospital.  

 Energy efficient mechanical systems were installed that are 30 percent more efficient 

in energy use than those in comparably built hospitals currently being constructed.  

 The north-south orientation of the building and the use of exterior glass in every 

room will also help save on energy costs.  

 Large glass windows allow plentiful natural light into the building, so all patient 

rooms, waiting rooms and even staff break rooms get light from outside. 
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 Up to 30,000 gallons of condensate are collected from the building’s air conditioning 

system and used for irrigation and also to cool equipment. Designated “green” space 

on Children’s campus on 17th Street between 5th and 6th avenues, including a water 

feature where children can play, and 140 bicycle racks also contribute to the 

hospital’s earth-friendly profile. 

 Ground floor exterior landscaping incorporates a variety of plantings indigenous to 

the area, providing an oasis of green amid the hospital’s urban setting. More 

plantings are planned to highlight pedestrian access to Birmingham’s award-winning 

Railroad Reservation Park three blocks to the north.  

 The rooftop garden of the Benjamin Russell Hospital of Children is planted with 

sedum, a low-maintenance, heat- and drought-tolerant ground cover native to 

Alabama. The rooftop landscaping reduces heat absorption and storm water runoff 

and also provides insulation and oxygenation. 

 Features of the expansion include the recycling and reuse of building materials 

salvaged from the demolition of two outdated buildings that were located on the 

construction site; selection of low-emission building materials; and reduction of 

construction activity pollution. 

 Extensive use of low-energy LED lighting in public interior spaces. 

 

Incorporating green design into the building of a hospital typically adds two to four percent 

to the construction budget. Such costs in the Children’s project were underwritten by a 

portion of a $10 million gift from Birmingham-based McWane, Inc. and the McWane 

Foundation challenging Children’s of Alabama to build an energy efficient and 

environmentally sensitive facility which would also be an example for the State. Phillip 

McWane has served on the Children’s Hospital Board of Trustees since 1985. 

 

KLMK Group served as project manager, Hoar Construction in partnership with BE&K served 

as construction managers and HKS, Inc. in partnership with Giattina Aycock Studio, served 

as architects. Giattina Aycock Studio oversaw the green aspects of the project. 

 

Children’s of Alabama has provided specialized medical care for ill and injured children since 

1911, offering inpatient and outpatient services throughout central and north Alabama. Last 

year, families made more than 634,000 outpatient and nearly 14,000 inpatient visits to 

Children’s from every county in Alabama and from 47 other states. With more than 2 million 

square feet, Children’s is the third largest pediatric medical facility in the U.S. and has been 

ranked among the top children’s hospital programs in the country for the past four years by 

U.S. News & World Report. More information is available at www.childrensal.org. 
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